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Histong of Japan Mint

The Meiji government made utmost effort to reorganize the
coinage system disordered at the late Edo period (1603~1867) in
the aim of building a modern nation. Therefore Japan Mint was
established in Osaka in order to produce such quality coins as the
then developed countries manufactured.

The establishment ceremony was held on April 4th, 1871 and
minting was commenced with Western style facilities that were
epochmaking in Japan in those days. Japan Mint played an
important part in intoroducing modern industry into Japan at the
early days of the Meiji era.

Organization and Business of Japan Mint

Japan Mint is an Incorporated Administrative Agency.

The main business of Japan Mint is producing coins. It has its

head office in Osaka, and branches in Tokyo and Hiroshima. .

The business of Japan Mint is as mentioned below.

(1) Coin manufacturing

(2) Production of orders, medals of honor, and metallic art objects

(3) Analysis and refining (fineness certification of precious metal
wares, analysis and testing of metal ores and minerals, refining
of precious metal, fineness certification of precious metal)

(4) Sale of coins (coin sets & proof coin sets)

INZ535)
Hiroshima Branch

History & Organization
of Japan Mint
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Japan Mint is producing 6 kinds of circulating coins and commemorative coins (Pictures of coins are full size).
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Material:
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Diameter:
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of Production:
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v )LEREE  ¥500 Nickel-brass Coin

Nickel-brass
Copper 720
Zinc 200
Nickel 80
79
26.5mm

2000

¥100 Cupronickel Coin

Material;
Composition:

Weight:
Diameter:
Commencement
of Production:

Cupronickel
Copper 750
Nickel 250
4.8g
22.6mm

1967

¥50 Cupronickel Coin

Material:
Composition:

Weight:
Diameter:
Center hole
diameter:
Commencement
of Production:

Cupronickel
Copper 750
Nickel 250
4g

21mm

4mm
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¥10 Bronze Coin

Material:
Composition:

Weight:
Diameter:
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of Production:

Bronze
Copper 950
Zinc 40~30
Tin 10~20
4 5g
23.5mm

1959

¥5 Brass Coin

Material:
Composition:

Weight:
Diameter:
Center hole
diameter:
Commencement
of Production:

Brass
Copper 600~700
Zinc  400~300
3.75g
22mm

5mm

855

¥1 Aluminum Coin

Material:
Composition:
Weight:
Diameter:
Commencement
of Production:
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Upward-tilted view
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Coins Presently Minted
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Melting
Coinage materials are melted in an
electric furnace, and ingots are
produced by a continuous casting
machine.
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Edging

To sharpen the image of coins, the
periphery of the blanks is edged. This
is followed by annealing to soften the
blanks.
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Hot Rolling

Ingots are heated in a soaking pit.
While hot they are rolled out to a
stipulated thickness and made into
coil shape.

Bt
ALEZRLAE

[&. BTHAL. &
EDOEEREPHZERDERE.
TOBRERESEERT.

Washing

The blanks are washed with acid
in order to remove oil and oxidized
film, and subsequently dried.
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Cold Rolling

This is followed by rough and finish
raling to complete the rolled plates
having the thickness of the coins to
be produced.
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Coining & Inspecting

The obverse and reverse sides of the finished
blanks are stamped with pattems,and edges
are concurrently milled. Subsequently the
pattem of each stamped coin is inspected,
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Coin Production Process
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Blanking

Blank discs are punched from the

finished plates. These are what we
call "Engyo" (blanks).
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Counting & Bagging
Accepted coins are strictly counted,
then bagged.
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Dies
The pattern is engraved by a

numerical control engraving
machine to make a working die.
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Trimming

Unneeded portions are trimmed

with a wire electrical discharge
machine.

Order Production Process
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Impressing

Silver plates are mechanically
impressed with the design of the
master die.
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Silver plates are
mechanically
stamped with
the blanking
die.
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Filing
The blank is finished by filing.
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Glazing

The impressed blank is glazed
with cloisonne enamels.
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Baking

Enamel is baked in an electric
furnace.
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Buffing

The enameled piece is polished
by buffing to improve its luster.
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Plating

Gold is plated on the required
portion.
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Assembling

All components are inspected
and the order is assembled.
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Japan Mint produces orders (decorations) conferred on those who have rendered service to the nation or the public, as well as
medals of honor awarded to those whose achievements or conduct have contributed in certain fields of society.

These orders (decorations) and medals of honor must possess elements of beauty and dignity. Therefore they are mainly produced
by hand with great care and fine technique.
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Grand Cordon of the Order of Grand Cordon of the Order
the Paulownia Flowers (Badge) - of the Rising Sun (Badge)

-

)
-3

ol B
A

AL
Order of Culture
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Grand Cordon of the Order of T Grand Cordon of the Order of

the Precious Crown (Badge) ‘ the Sacred Treasure (Badge)

i
Collar of the Supreme Order Medal of Honor
of the Chrysanthemum

ﬁ E I % ﬂnﬂ a) ﬂ E Production of Metallic Art Objects

BB TIE., EHas - BSOS - @ @  Japan Mint produces metallic art objects in order to maintain and
eHIC. EBIEZREFHEELTVED, improve coin production techniques and anti-counterfeiting
measures.
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National Honor Award Cloisonné Silver Medallion National Treasure Silver Medallion
“Kanda Festival® "Kohfukuji Temple”
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EEETE. BEBERROMEEESF. OAERRmOmNRS CAHRES
Fineness Classifications & Mint Certification Marks of Precious Metal Wares
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ineness Fineness Fineness Platinum Gold
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distributors of precious metal wares, Japan 80 ([S3<g5[pe]| 25 |[33<685>| oo |[S7<900>| 900 e Bon
Mint examines the fineness of precious 6 |1y<qifs| so0 |[3<g00>| es0 750 70—

metal wares and certifies the fineness of
such wares by stamping marks on all the
wares that passed this examination. This
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This symbol indicates the Japan Mint.
mark is commonly called a hallmark. Our <940~0>['§]ﬁ (KOE) D0 THBHTEEFHETTT,
certification has won the confidence of the YV~ This number indicates that the fineness is 900/1000.
; ; B (75FF) &R,
general public and has contributed much to This abbraviation indicates platinum.

the safety of precious metal wares trade. . IBo%ZEE. THEONFEESE (I5FF) ORETRT,
~ " The upper numerals show the fineness of gold,
and the lower show platinum.

iﬂ ﬁ ® ﬁ M a) ﬁ *ﬁ & t)"' Eﬂ ﬁ Analysis & Testing of Metal Ores & Minerals

EEEL, BEEOSRURB CIE-> TEEiE Japan Mint conducts the analysis and testing of metal ores and

INALT, % - SiOR R UEBRETOTLET, minerals, applying its techniques acquired through analysis of
coinage materials.

% ﬁ E iﬂ ﬁ m *E ﬂ ° EI=I:I {i %E BH Refining & Fineness Certification of Precious Metal

BB TlE. L<—BoOEICHUT. ExBihs Japan Mint conducts the refining and fineness certification of
DORERNURMAEZIT>TWETD,. precious metal upon requests from the general public.

Emt v h g 7,[)_ 7ﬁ¥t W l\ Coin Sets & Proof Coin Sets

BEETId, REREES—A ICINSEEEEZY M Japan Mint has been selling “coin sets" containing newly minted
OSBRI AUV CEREICERER -, #E8%&88(C  uncirculated coins, as well as proof coins that are carefully
sm A G — DB ES — SIS Bt w h@  produced with special techniques and distinguished by sharply
BRFEZ{TDCVET, detailed designs and a brilliant lustered surface.
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The 60th Anniversary of Enforcement of the
Local Autonomy Law 1,000yen Commemorative

Silver Proof Coin Set (Hokkaido) MINT SET 2013

Japan Mint

Py T — Ty
SvbhtEyvb Standard Proof Coin Set
Mint Set
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Museum is a western style building of the Meiji era (which
was a power station in those days) remaining on the
premises of the Head Office. It has been restored and
redecorated into a museum. About 4,000 items are exhibited
here. They include gas lamps, a big clock reminiscent of
the establishment of the Mint ; ancient coins such as the
"obang" and "kobang" ; domestic coins since the Meiji era ;
foreign coins, orders and metallic art objects.

Branches in Tokyo and Hiroshima have a museum and an
exhibition room respectively.
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A B Ff7E ith T530-0043 AfRMiEERB1-1-79
miEES 08-8351-68150
M Head Office

Address
Phone

RRXR

1-79, Temma 1-chome, Kita-ku, Osaka 530-0043
06-6351-6150

P £ #2 T170-0013 RRFBESXFhRL-42-1
mEES 03-3987-3153
M Tokyo Branch

Address  42-1, Higashi-ikebukuro 4-chome, Tashima-ku, Tokyo 170-0013
Phone 03-3987-3153
LB¥%FE P i # T731-5128 LEMEARAERHRRE-3-1

EEES 082-922-1597
M Hiroshima Branch
Address  3-1, Itsukaichi-Chuo 6-chome, Saeki-ku, Hiroshima 731-5128
Phone 082-922-1597

EER—L~N—Y (URL)  http://www.mint.go.jp/



